
Writing Letters
 
This book can be used to introduce the 
concept of the friendly letter to your students.  
It is modeled after the compulsory letter home 
which all campers have to write.  In this case, 
the youngster hates the experience and wants 
to go home immediately.

There are other picture books also built around 
the concept of the letter, including  The Jolly 
Postman, Yours Truly, Goldilocks, The Jolly 
Pocket Postman, and the Jolly Christmas 
Postman, among many others.
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Hello Muddah! Hello Faddah!

Allan Sherman and Lou 
Busch, Dutton Children’s 
Books, ©2004, 
ISBN 0-525-46942

The hit parade novelty song by Allan Sherman 
made into a children’s book.  The book tells, in 
song, the tale of the letter from camp the boy 
is writing, delineating the horrors of camp, and 
asking his parents to please bring him home im-
mediately.  It ends with the sun breaking out and 
him asking his parents to “kindly disregard this 
letter.”



These can be adapted to Social Studies or Science as well.
For example, they could write a complaining letter as one of Columbus’ crew 
(or any explorer), as a Gold rush Miner, as an Egyptian working on the 
pyramids.  In Science, they could be a tadpole writing home to complain, or a 
whale on a trip with another pod, or a salmon going out to sea.

Students could consider writing a complaining letter.  They first need to imag-
ine a situation from which they might want to be brought home.  At the end, 
they are going to need a specific reason that they want to stay.

Some possibilities include:
 •  Staying with a relative - an aunt, grandmother, family friend.
 •  Going to a camp.
 •  A sleepover at a friend - for several days.
 •  A private school.
 •  In a residence at university.
 
They need to think of some scenarios around:
 •  Food.
 •  Shelter.
 •  Problems they might have with other friends their age.
 •  Problems they might have with the adult supervisor.
 •  Clothing - having inappropriate clothing for the experience
 •  Recreation - problems they might have with any recreational 
     experiences

In Dear Mrs. LaRue, the dog, Ike, has been sent to an Obedience School.  On 
one side of the page, in his letter, he describes and pictures the horrors of the 
school.  On the other side, in full colour, we see the spa like environment he is 
really living in.

Using a Venn Diagram, students can compare the two books.
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