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Alberto Santos-Dumont 
was an aviation pioneer 
in both dirigibles and 
in airplanes. He was the 
first to take off in a self-
propelled plane.  He was 
also the first wearer of a 
wristwatch. A forgotten 
aviator in the history of 
flight.
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The Fabulous Flying 
Machines of Alberto 
Santos-Dumont

Personal Writing (Extreme Writing)
Here are some possible journaling ideas rising from the book:
  •  Transportation.  Describe the different types of transportation you have been
      on, and tell something about each.
  •  Santos-Dumont did public appearances around parks in many areas.  What
      types of festivals or public events have you been at?  Tell something of each.
  •  The story opens with Alberto using his dirigible to do the chore of buying a
      new hat.  Write about the various chores that you do.    

Contrasting Two Things
The story opens with the author recounting how 
her child had learned in school that the Wright 
Brothers had invented flight, only to have her 
Brazilian husband point out that it was a Brazilian 
who first flew, and in Paris at that.

Students could read about the Wright Brothers and 
the contrast the two.
The Wright Brothers:
  1.  1903 with a few witnesses vs. 1905 with 1000
       witnesses
  2.  Needed assistance - high winds and a rail
       system.  Not under it’s own power vs. 1906
       under its own power.
  3.  Not wealthy vs. wealthy
  4.  Little control vs. controls for flight
  5.  12 seconds vs. 20 seconds.
  6.  One “first” vs. first practical dirigible, first 
       unassisted flight, first mass produced airplane
       (Dragonfly), and first person to wear a 
       wristwatch.

Ask students why the Wright Brothers are famous 
and everyone, but Brazil, has forgotten Alberto 
Santos-Dumont.

Hats
For vocabulary development it might be fun to challenge teams to brainstorm 
the longest list of words for variuos types of hats that they can think of.  The key 
to the attached page, from left to right, and top to bottom, is:
1.    Yalmulke  2.    Tricorn  3.     Deerstalker
4.    Alpine hat  5.    Bonnet  6.     Coonskin cap
7.    Fez   8.    Mitre  9.     Busby
10.  Baseball cap  11.  Fedora  12.   Stetston
13.  Fascinator  14.  Tam o’Shanter 15.   Cloche
16.  Beaver hat  17.  Beanie  18.   Boater
19.  Beret  20.  Sailor’s cap  21.   Turban
22.  Mountie hat  23.  Bowler  24.   Toque
25.  Mortar Board

After students have practiced they could play different forms of games to solidify 
the list.  With two copies of each, they could play Concentration.  With four of 
each they could play Go Fish.  With one of each they could time each other to 
see who can name them all first.  Lots of possibilities. The hat idea is repeated for 
the book Bridget’s Beret.
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Improving the Best 
Invention
Albeto says that “the best invention can always 
be improved.”  Discuss how many inventions 
you can think of that have been improved in 
your lifetime.  Also, any inventions that have 
disappeared in your lifetime.
    

Teaching the Word “Irony”
It is ironic to survive the San Francisco 
earthquake and move to Jamaica, only to be 
killed in the Jamaica earthquake.  It is ironic to 
put a sign saying “don’t deface the stop sign” on 
the stop sign.  In the case of this book there are 
two ironic statements.  Alberto Santos-Dumont 
believes that airplanes will bring peace because we 
will see how similar we really are.  People 
watching him make the statement that “nobody 
will forget this day.”  Discuss with the students 
the irony of these statements.

Milestones of Flight - RAPID RESEARCH
Divide the class into groups of 2-3.  Each team has 1 hour to find 20 
interesting facts about their topic.  Then they quickly prepare an oral
 presentation, or even a powerpoint presentation to present to their fellow stu-
dents the results of their rapid research.  This ia a good oral language activity, 
as well as developing general cultural literacy.

Topics;
1.  1903   The Wright Brothers flight at Kittihawk
2,  1909   Canada’s first flight in the Silver Dart designed by 
                Alexander Graham Bell
3.  1909   Bleriot (French) first to cross the English Channel by plane
4.  1927   The first flight across the Atlantic, Charles Lindburg, in the 
                Spirit of St. Louis 
5.  1932   Amelia Earhart, first woman to solo across the Atlantic
6.  1937   The Hindenberg Disaster
7.  1939-1945.  Elsie MacGill oversaw production in Canada of 1450 
                Hawker Hurricanes used in WWII during the Battle of Britain
8.  1945   Bombing of Hiroshima, from the Enola Gay by pilot Paul Tibbets
                dropping the “Little Boy” bomb
9.  1947   Chuck Yeager breaks the sound barrier in a plane called the 
                Glamorous Glennis
10. 1957  Sputnik - first launch into space.  USSR.  One month later, a
                 second ship carrying Laika, the dog, as the first living animal 
   in space.
11. 1969  Lunar Landing, USA, on the Apollo 11 in the Columbia lunar 
                module.  Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong stood on the moon.

Night Flight Is the Story 
of Amelia Earhart’s 
successful flight
Last year I did a set of lesson ideas for Robert 
Burleigh’s book, Night Flight, which tells the 
story of the successful cross-Atlantic flight by 
Amelia Earhart flying solo. See that one for many 
lesson ideas, including a list of famous people 
who died in flights which students can use as the 
base for rapid research. 

Elsie McGill

Alexander Graham Bell’s 
Silver Dart

Sputnik I


