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Personal Writing
A springboard from a picture book to personal writing should provide at least three topics if possible.
Here are some ideas:
1. Books that have had an impact on me.
2. Careful planning - a time I planned something.
3. A space traveller arrives on an empty Earth with
no electricity and no internet. Write an
imaginary story of what would be left, and what
that traveller might think of the civilization that
left it.

The Question Opening
The weakest of the strong openings for writing an
essay is the question, but it is still a great opening
compared to, “Now I am going to tell you about
how Gutenberg made the printing press.” This book
is a good example of that opening and is therefore a
good time to teach it.

Development of writing - Scavenger Hunt
Here’s a great Rapid Research project. Ask students to research and write no more
than 150 words on the 24 topics on the attached list regarding the history of the
written language around the world. They also include one literal question (the
answer must be on the page), and the answer. (If you have more students, make
up some more research topics as needed.)
Students find an illustration on the internet, and after their paper is marked and
edited, it is mounted on cardstock with the question, but not the answer showing.
Answers are kept at the desk for students to check A large (72 point) number is
attached so that it can be read from anywhwere in the room.
Students are given a “route” of 5 numbers to which to find the answer. They
“scavenge” about the room looking for their numbers, the question, and write
down the answer. When they have all 5 they can check against the key...and do
another one if they are really fast. Stamp and give them a great bookmark as they
finish a route. (The attached pages include 24 routes. If you have more students
you will need to make up more routes). Make it a rule that only one person can
be in front of a page at once.

Paper chase Vocabulary Game
Here’s a chance to develop the vocabulary of paper. Find samples of all of these
kinds of paper and create 8 different packages with labels. Allow students to feel
and look at, and study the names of the papers. Then remove these study
materials.
Next given them an envelope with sample papers and separate labels and ask them
to match the word to the sample. Add a timing factor to make it more fun.
1. bond paper			
3. parchment paper		
5. blotting paper			
7. cardstock			
9. newsprint			
11. glassine paper			
13. wax paper			
15. wrapping paper		
17. toilet paper

2. cellophane
4. cardboard
6. carbon paper
8. butcher paper
10. crepe paper
12. origami paper
14. tissue paper
16. manila tag
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Writing From the Parts
The structure of this book is to describe something without saying what it is, and
then to ask a question?
• What was it?
Then it describes how to make the thing, and asks another question:
• What was this thing made of rags and bones?
Then it answers it, and says it was ready.
• It was paper, and it was ready.

The Jeweller’s Loupe
One simple science demonstration is to look at the
construction of paper through the jeweller’s loupe.
First have students look at the edge of a piece of
paper..preferably not one that is recycled because
it isn’t such a good demonstration. Then they tear
the edge of the piece of paper off angle so that the
edge is rough. Then look at it again and they should
see little spikes of paper sticking out. These are the
cellulose fibres made from pulp that hold the paper
together. The word paper started as papyrus. When
the printing press was first made cotton paper was
used. (See newsprint at Shhh! Canadian Scientists
and Inventors Rule for how a Canadian invented
paper from trees.) (Recycled paper has shorter
fibres..that’s why you can’t recycle recylced paper the fibres will no longer hold the paper together.

Slowly, the story builds as the next thing needed is leather, then gold, then ink,
then printing types, then the printing preses, then the person (Johannes
Gutenberg)..until finally the book is made.
It’s a gorgeous, rhythmical pattern that students could imitate with something
easier..such as making fudge. To make fudge you need:
• sugar
• butter
• brown sugar
• icing sugar
• a stove
• a glass tray
• a knife
• a refrigerator
The recipe on line for Cora’s fudge is the easiest one I know, because it doesn’t
require any temperature gauge. Students don’t make the fudge - you do so that
you can give out a sample.
“In the year 2012, in the city of New Westminster, there appeared a mysterious
thing. It was made of sugar cane, cows milk, brown sugar, icing sugar, a stove, a
fridge, a glass tray, and a knife. What was it?”...and so on.
It would be fun...and they could see that any time they needed to explain
something where many other things had to come together first in order for the
item to be successful...this pattern would be very impressive.
The recipe for Cora’s fudge is at http://www.chezcora.com/i-do-breakfast/recipes/
sweet-tooth/brown-sugar-fudge. (One tip. When it is partially chilled, make cut
lines in the fudge, so that it comes out more easily in the end. If you forget, this
will still work.)
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Good and Bad Consequences

The Title
It takes a little thinking, but Guten means Good in
German, and Berg means Mountain in German...
hence, from the Good Mountain. It’s different than
Burg, whch means castle.

It’s a Book
The picture book, It’s a Book, is the cleverest take on
an imaginary world when young people no longer
have seen a book. It would be good to study in
conjunction with this book.

It might be a good idea to provide a few examples of a good consequence
and a bad consequence of an invention like the printing press, and then
ask them to brainstorm any more that they can think of. The bottom line
might be that nothing new is all good news.
The good news:
• spread of literacy
• the rise of th ecommon man an the middle class.
• the creation of a state education system.
• the spread of new ideas such as democracy, evolution. Shared
information led to scientific discoveries and new inventions.
• knowledge became portable - before library books were fastened
to a desk and had to be copied rther than taken out.
• the rise of protestantism.
• the spread of language in “the vernacular”...instead of latin.
• books were created in a size that could be tucked into a leather
pouch on your horse.
• science became more reliable, as errors were not copied into the
text by scribes.
The bad news:
• The protestant reformation led to 300 years of religious wars on
the continent.
• You could say that because people could read and had portable
maps the new world was discovered, but millions of Indian
peoples died.
• The Inquisition
• Scribes became unemployed.
* Trees started to be ground up to make paper.

The Medieval Help Desk
This is a great take-off on the modern help desk...but also a gentle ribbing of all of us for our difficulties as technological immigrants to the computer world...plus, it’s about the introduction of this new invention called The Book. (It’s a bit dark to show
students. I think the one with English subtitles (see below) is actually funnier than the English vresion.)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQHX-SjgQvQ
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The Words of Books
This might be a good time to study the vocabulary
associated with books and printing. See the attached
page for a list.

Other Books About Bookmaking
There are actually quite a few clever picture book stories about bookmaking. Some of Routes for the Scavenger
them are:
Hunt
• The Cloudmakers
Just blow them up, print, and cut into strips.
• Marguerite Makes a Book
• 1,2,3,4,5
• The Printer
•  6,7,8,9,10
•  11,12,13, 14, 15
•  16, 17, 18, 19, 20
•  1, 21, 22, 23, 24
•  1, 3, 5, 6, 7
•  11, 13, 15, 17, 19
•  1, 5, 11, 21, 23
•  2, 4, 6, 8 10
•  12, 14, 16, 18, 20
•  4, 8, 12, 22, 24
•  1, 4, 7, 10, 13
•  2, 5, 16, 19, 22
•  2, 3, 8, 11, 14
•  5, 11, 17, 19, 23

Illustration Study
Use a document projector to project
the pictures as you read them. They
have been illustrated in a medieval style
which shows the entire process being
described. Ask students to look at it
carefully as you read and then read it
again as a volunteer student points out
the part of the picture that applies.

•  1, 5, 11, 16, 21
•  2, 7, 12, 17, 22
•  3, 8, 13, 18, 23
•  4, 9, 14, 19, 24
•  5, 10, 15, 20, 6
•  1, 5, 16, 20, 22
•  5, 12, 13, 18, 21
•  3, 7, 14, 18, 24
• 5, 7, 10, 14, 24

It’s All About Books
From the Good Mountain,

cont.

these words...
...are all about the art of printing and creating books.

Loupe
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Gutter

ISBN #

1.
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17.
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20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

Ream - 500 sheets of paper
Spine
Vellum
Bleed - to run colour off the edge of the page
Gutter - the space between the print and the spine
Bind
Collate - to put together in order
Crop - to cut to size
Loupe - for reviewing the print on a page
Font - type of lettering
Point - Size of lettering
Leading - the space between letters
Deckle edge - to leave an edge rough
Dog ear - to fold over a corner of a page
Copyright
ISBN #
Publisher
Laminate
Leaf - turn pages quickly
Table of contents
Copyright Symbol
Index
Perfect binding - a book glued together
Signature - 8 pages
Bibliography
Dedication
Glossary

Glossary

Spine

Dog Ear

Deckle Edge

Development of Writing
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1. Cuneiform
2. Library of Ashurpanipal
3. The Epic of Gilgamesh
4 The Library of Ninevah
5. Egyptia Hieroglyphs
6. Chinese writing
7. The Cyrillic Alphabet
8. Scribes
9. Cordoba Library of Spain
10. The Library of Alexandria
11. The Hosue of Wisdom
122. The book of Kells
13. The Dead Sea Scrolls
14. Champillon - Decodes Hieroglyphs
15. Gutenberg Bible
16. Destruction of the Mayan Books
17. Sequoyah - The Genius of Language
18. Decoding Mayan Writing
19. Papyrus
20. Invention of the Fountain Pen
21. Invention of the Typewriter
22. Invention of the Internet
23. The Creation of the Oxford English Dictionary
24. William Caxton - The Printing Press Comes to England
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