
Personal Writing
Asking students to write in their journals not only 
helps them to construct their thoughts on a topic, 
but also builds writing fluency without the “threat” 
of assessment.  Some topics that might arise from 
Alfred Nobel are:

Famous Winners of the Nobel Prize
Divide the class into 4 giving you approximately 8 groups.  Further divide 
them until there are 8 groups of 4.  Give each group 4 names from the 
attached page to search at nobelprize.org.    As they click each name, they will 
find a picture of the winner and the biography will give them a description of 
what the person did that made them a worthy winner of the prize.  Each 
chooses one of their 4 names and writes from 50-100 words describing their 
winner.  These can be turned into oral presentations if you wish. Have 
students with the same winner work together.
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Alfred Nobel invented dynamite and became very 
wealthy.  Saddened by its us in war he left his 
entire fortune to a yearly prize for those “who have 
rendered the greatest services to mankind.” 

Symbols Such As the dove
Ask students to carefully observe the illustration on the front page and they 
will note that there is a dove reflected in the eye.  There are many symbols 
of peace in the world:  the disarmament sign, the v is for victory sign, the 
peace dove, and the Japanese origami crane.  Students could investigate the 
origins of these symbols and tell their stories.  

•  “experiments” in my life.  What have I tried
    that was challenging for me, and how did it
    turn out?
•  adventures with sibling.  What are some
    of the stories of things I have done with my
    brother or sister?
•  opinion.  There are so many different 
    inventions that either were originally created
    for war, or where humans used an invention
    like dynamite to hurt one another.
•  stories about peace (or conflict) in the school
    yard.
•  an “aha” moment - where you suddenly 
    realized how to do something (like ride a
    bicycle).

Madame Curie

Nobel Prize Games
Nobelprizes.org has more than 10 great games you can play to learn more 
about the Nobel Prize winners, and about science and medicine...as well as 
a nice “doves game” which would fit in well with the theme of this book.  
Games include:  Laser Challenge, blood typing, Pavlov’s dog, double helix, 
electrocardiogram, peace doves, split brain, and the immune system.  They 
are really fun to play, and demanding.



The author:  Kathy-Jo Wargin
Kathy-Jo Wargin lives in Minnessota and is the author of many many books.  
Some of her books include:  The Edmund Fitzgerald, The Legend of Sleeping 
Bear, the Legend of the Loon, M is for Melody - A Music Alphabet, and The 
Voyageur’s Paddle.	

Alfred Nobel, cont.

origami:  The Crane

Obituaries
An obituary is what is said of someone’s life when 
they have died.  Novel decided to create the Nobel 
Prize whe na newspaper mistakenly reported his 
death.  He did not like what they perceived as his 
legacy. Analyze a few obituaries with the students to 
identify what they usually include:  the name of the 
person, place of birth and date, life 
accomplishments, family members,, place of 
residence, date and time, and sometimes the cause of 
death.  Ask the students to try writing an obituary 
for their Nobel Prize winner, for example.  Wikipedia 
has a huge list of peope whose deaths were mistakenly 
reported:  search for list of premature obituaries.  

The most famous is Mark Twain’s who is said to have 
responded, “The reports of my death ae greatly 
exaggerated.”
 

Because the crane is a symbol of peace in Japan, this can also be a time to 
introduce the book Sadako and the  Thousand Cranes by Eleanor Cole.  This 
is the story of the little survivor of Hiroshima who succumbs to leukemia “the 
atom bomb disease” and makes a thousand origami cranes 
in order to wish for peace. 

There are several YouTube sites with more information 
on Sadako - as well as this being a good time to teach 
students how to make the origami crane.

Art in the Eye
A search on the Internet can turn up various pieces 
of art that have been created with a drawing of an 
eye, and a reflection of something within the eye.  
Teach students how to draw an eye.  Encourage them 
to insert something meaningful into the pupil of the 
eye - perhaps by simply cutting it to size and pasting 
it in place.
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Wilhelm Rontgen   Marie Curie    Linus Pauling    Milton Friedman

some great nobel prize winners
Find the winner, the date, the prize, and the reason for it on nobelprize.org.    Write 50-100 words 
describing them and why they were worthy winners.

George Snell   Watson and Crick   N. Bleombergen    Al Gore

G. Marconi     Alexander Fleming   R. Sperry        Albert Einstein

T. Kocher              Banting               Max Planck               Ivan Pavlov
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