
 

Mother Bruce

Bruce, the bear, is gathering eggs for his dinner recipe, but 
unfortunately they hatch.  The ducklings immediately imprint on 
Bruce and follow him everywhere.  After trying to get them to leave 
he gives up and raises them, even trying to teach them to migrate.  
When that fails, they end by vacationing in Miami every year. 
Ryan T. Higgens 
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Teaching Ideas 

How to Write a Best Selling Picture Book
Analyze the pattern of this book and then ask students to use the same pattern in their own story.  This 
classic pattern is used by many authors. 

1.  Background to the situation. Bruce likes to eat eggs and is gathering them  for a meal. 
2.  Problem.  The eggs hatch and the ducklings follow him. 
3.  Attempted solutions: 

a.  Return the ducklings - but mom has migrated. 
b.  Try to be stern so they will leave - but they stay. 
c.  Try to teach them to migrate - but it doesn’t work. 
d.  Solution: go to Miami every winter with them (by bus). 

A simple start is to select an animal and identify its characteristics (ie. A frog has long legs)  then select one 
characteristic and create a “problem” (This frog has short legs and has trouble jumping to escape 
predators, catch insects, or impress girls.  Think of three possible solutions, have two them fail, and one 
succeed, and voila, a best seller. 

The Title
Discuss the title:  It was called Mother Goose, changed to Bruce.  Why was that title chosen? Mother Goose 
the “mother” of nursery rhymes, but there is no actual nursery rhyme with her in it. How did that happen?  
In 1695 Charles Perrault published a collection of fairy tales under the title “Tales of My Mother Goose” so 
Mother Goose became synonymous with children’s poetry. In this case, maybe the clever title is a sort of 
pun that Mother Goose takes care of babies, and so does	Bruce, and those babies are actually geese.	

Diana Cruchley is an award-winning educator and author, who has taught at elementary and 
secondary levels.  Her workshop are practical, include detailed handouts, and are always 
enthusiastically received. 

Diana Cruchley©2018  dianacruchley.com. or diana cruchley on Pinterest    
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Extreme Writing Topics
Always present three possible topics for Extreme Writing so that students will have a choice. My book, 
The Power of Extreme Writing, is available from ASCD for a complete explanation of this unique 
approach to journaling.   
 1.  The ducks follow Mother Bruce everywhere.  Write stories about people who imitate you 

   or whom you imitate. 

 2.  The ducklings think they are bears, so they have trouble learning duck habits such as  
   migration. Write what you know and have observed about birds: parrot, budgie, chickens,  
 ducks, migrating Canada geese, and so on. 

 3.  Follow the Leader and Simon Says are both games involving copying what a leader does.   
 Write stories about the rules of these games and any other “copy the leader” games you have 
  played. Add some paragraphs. 

Extreme Writing and  Grumpy Cat
Mother Bruce is grumpy, but not as grumpy as Grumpy Cat. For Extreme 
Writing, go to diana cruchley pinterest (to find my pages quickly just type 
those three words in that order and all my teacher pages will appear.)  Here I 
have created 26 Grumpy Cat statements, and with them three choices for 
ExtremeWriting topics. Students seem to like the humour. 

For the Good luck…you’ll need it image, for example, the three prompts are: 
 1.  Lucky things that have happened to me - or a friend.  
 2. Good luck and bad luck - superstitions I know.  
 3. "It started as a normal Monday morning"..continue with 
     alternating good and bad luck. 

Fun With Being Grumpy
People actually line up at conventions to “meet” Grumpy Cat.  Typical Grumpy Cat statements might be: 

1. The problem with some people is that they exist. 
2. What doesn’t kill you will hopefully try again. 
3. You look happy.  Too bad. 

Older students might enjoy finding some pictures of a Grumpy Cat and creating a school-based Grumpy 
Cat “poster” for the classroom.  This is a fun, do-it-on-your-own-time project.  It doesn’t have enough 
substance to be worth class time, but I think students would actually volunteer to do it. 

1.  Got in trouble for not having your homework done? Good. 
2.  You brought a lunch? I ate it for recess. 
3. I threw all your books out of your desk.  I needed a place to sleep. 

Vocabulary - The Names of Baby Animals
The little ducks, called ducklings, imprint on Mother Bruce.  This is an opportunity to teach the names of 
common baby animals. Create a set of cards (one set for each of 2 students) for naming baby animals.  The 
cards each have a number and the name of the adult animal.  The answer key has the number, the adult 
name, and the baby name.  Save the card set for next year.  Students take turns flipping through the cares 
and giving the names of their babies.  To enhance the game environment, let them practice and then make 
it a speed challenge. 



Choose animals you think are important for students to know. My list of 20 animals includes:  goose/
gosling, duck/duckling, cat/kitten, dog/puppy, goat/kid, cow/calf, chicken/chick, eagle/eaglet, pig/piglet, 
horse/colt, kangaroo/joey, bear/cub, butterfly/caterpillar, lion/cub, deer/fawn, frog/tadpole, porcupine/
porcupette (I included this rare one because I thought it was amusing), rabbit/bunny, sheep/lamb, swan/
cygnet. 

Teaching About Imprinting
The first research on imprinting was by Konrad Lorenz around 1935.  He observed that certain birds will 
develop a rapid strong attachment to a certain individual, often a mother.  Geese will imprint on the first 
suitable moving stimulus in the first 13-16 hours (called the critical period). After that it is hard to change.  
It can even be a box moving on a track. 

It is particularly associated with “nidifugous” birds, that is, ones that leave the nest shortly after hatching.  
They are born with open eyes, are capable of independent motion, and leave the nest almost immediately. 
It is from Latin for “nidus” meaning “nest” and “fugeri” meaning “to flee” (hence the word fugitive). 

The purposes of imprinting are to learn what species you are, how your species behaves, what the sounds 
of your species are, what would be the appearance of an appropriate mate, for protection by staying near 
mother, and to learn to find food. 

Typical birds that imprint are chickens, ducks, geese, crows, kestrels, vultures, eagles, raptors, and wading 
birds. 

Ask students to first brainstorm what questions they would have about what animals imprint: 
1.  What kinds of birds imprint? List some. What other animals imprint? 
2.  Why do they imprint – what is it for? 
3.  What are some of the birds that don’t imprint? 
4. What are some of the birds that do imprint? 
5.  What are the characteristics at birth of birds that imprint? 
6.  How are the birds that don’t imprint different? 
7.  Who discovered imprinting?   
8.  What is the problem if birds imprint on humans? 

 
There are some inspiring YouTubes about training birds that have imprinted on humans to migrate: 

1.  Fly Away Home – about Canada Geese( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ky4-8zWF8xU) 
2.  Winged Migration 
3.  Earthflight (This clip is an intro.  The entire film may be found on line.)  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihh1xBXwt_0 

Animals That Migrate
An inquiry question might be to investigate all the different animals that migrate. Check out Diana 
Cruchley on Pinterest for a set of images of 36 migrating animals you can use with your students. 

1.  Crane 
2.  Hummingbird 
3.  Wildebeest 
4.  Pronghorn 

5.  Arctic Tern 
6.  Plover 
7.  Basking Shark 
8.  Red Bat 

9.  Beluga Whale 
10.Arctic Tern 
11. Frog 
12. Fruit bat 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ky4-8zWF8xU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihh1xBXwt_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihh1xBXwt_0


13. Monarch 
Butterfly 
14. Caribou 
15. Red Crab 
16. Great White 
Shark 
17.  Ladybug 
18. Salmon 
19. Manatee 

20. Sea Turtle 
21. Snow Goose 
22. Swordfish 
23. Toad 
24. Tuna 
25. Zebra 
26.Hammerhead 
Shark 
27. Nightingale 

28. Mallard Duck 
29. Gnu 
30. Earthworm 
31. Cockatoo 
32. Penguins 
33. Beetles 
34. Desert Locust 
35. Army ants 

Students need to generate questions they might ask about migrating animals, and then each research their 
own animal, with those questions in mind.  Remind them that good rich inquiry questions have words like 
Why, How, and Is There a Pattern. Do not give them any questions, but here are some of the questions they 
might ask.  

1.    Why does this animal migrate? Are there several reasons? 
2.    How does this animal migrate? 
3.    How does this animal know where to migrate to? And how to get there? 
4.    What kinds of problems does a migrating animal encounter? 
5.    Is there a certain time of year that migration occurs? 
6.    Do these animals eat during their migration? 
7.    How long does the migration take? 
8.    When do they start the migration? 
9.    How do the animals know when to start migrating? 
10.  Why do warm blooded animals migrate? 
11.  Do animals always migrate south? 

Think:  What is the provocation that will get them interested enough?   A story that will make them go 
“really”?!  A Youtube of the migration of the red crab on Christmas Island, or the desert locust are quite 
interesting. 

The Humour of the “Foodie” Bear
A foodie is a person who loves food and cares about the quality of what they eat. Bruce, we can tell, loves 
food, because his salmon recipe isn’t just eat raw salmon, grab bee honey.  No, he finds an Internet recipe 
for hard-boiled eggs drizzled with honey-salmon sauce, and goes out to find the ingredients. (Remember as 
well, that bears are omnivores.) 

The factors he is considering in his “shopping” are: 
1.  What is the return policy? 
2.  Going to a local beehive to support local business. 
3.  Are the eggs free-range? 
4.  Are the eggs organic? 

Discuss with the students why these factors might matter in shopping for food:  
local, free-range, organic, no hormones, not processed, unusual flavours,  global 
cuisines, etc. 

It’s Bad Science
In the end of the story, a little baby turtle approaches a duck and says, “Mama?” It’s cute – but not good 
science.  Ask students why?  As mother turtle lays hundreds and hundreds of eggs that the male fertilizers, 



the eggs are buried, and both parents leave.  The babies hatch and must flee to the sea under the assault of 
predators who have gathered for “lunch”.  Barely 1 in 100 survive to return to the beach. They have no 
parent to which to imprint. 


