
 

The Dragon Prince by Laurence Yep 
A Chinese Beauty and the Beast Tale 
  
A poor farmer with seven daughters is on his way home from his farm when 
a dragon seizes him and says he will eat him unless one of his daughters 
marries him.  Seven (who makes money for the family with her excellent 
embroidery) agrees and they fly away to a gorgeous home, wonderful clothes, 
a great life…and he reveals he is a prince in disguise.  She misses her home, 
and while there, Three, who is jealous, pushes her in the river and steals her 
identity.  Three is rescued by an old lady and uses her wonderful sewing 
skills to make clothes and shoes they can sell in the market.  The prince, 
realizing something is wrong, seeks his real bride and finds her because he 
sees her embroidery in the market. Happy ending all around – except for 
Three. 
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Teaching Ideas 
Art 
There are some nice Youtube instructions on “how to draw a Chinese dragon” 
that your students would enjoy learning.  I liked the one by Paolo Marrone. 

Lawrence Yep 
He doesn’t have a website, but there is an interview of Lawrence Yep on line.  He 
has written 60 books and won 2 Newberry awards.  He also writes science fiction 
for adolescent readers. 

Comparison 
Using a Venn diagram, students can prepare a chart comparing how this Beauty and the Beast story is the same as, 
and different from, the original.  Decide whether to read them the original, or count on their knowledge of the 
Disney version.   

A simple method is to ask students to first write a rather pedestrian opening sentence such as:  This is a comparison 
of the classic Beauty and the Beast with Laurence Yep’s version, The Dragon Prince.  Then they choose and write 
about at least three ways in which they are similar.  Next they write about at least three ways in which they are 
different.  They conclude by stating whether they are more similar or more different.  At this point, they re-write 
the opening sentence to be more dramatic and interesting, and also write a conclusion that has pizzazz.  Voila!  It  
may not be amazing, but it is serviceable and can be used for a “decent” B mark throughout their student life. 

Diana Cruchley is an award-winning educator and author, who has taught at 
elementary and secondary levels.  Her workshop are practical, include detailed 
handouts, and are always enthusiastically received. 
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Figures of Speech (Simile) 
There are many many similes…well, I counted 9, but there may be more.  This might be a good time to teach what a 
simile is.  Perhaps read the story to them first, and then read the story to them a second time, asking them to 
identify the similes. 
1.  The dragon raised a paw with claws as sharp as daggers. 
2. The lakes became silvery sequins. 
3.  The Milky Way…like an endless bolt of the whitest silk. 
4. The moon…shone like a giant pearl upon the sea. 
5. I could crush you like a twig. 
6. His scales gleamed like jewels in a golden net. 
7. His eyes shone like twin suns. 
8. Curling his body as easily as a giant golden ribbon. 
9. Moon…like a school of fish darting… 
 

Extreme Writing Topics 
Always present three possible topics for extreme writing so that students will have a choice.  My 
book,  The Power of Extreme Writing, is available at ASCD for a complete explanation of this 
unique approach to journaling.   

1.  Seven has wonderful embroidery skills.  Think of the skills you have with your hands, 
(keyboarding, sports, etc)  and write about how you developed those skills, when you have used, 
them, etc. 

2. Seven is frightened of the dragon at first.  Write about occasions when you have been 
frightened.  How did it turn out? 

3. Seven goes to a utopian place…with a beautiful palace, a wonderful husband, servants, great 
food, etc.  If you were going to design the perfect place to live, write about what it would 
include. 

A Craft:  Embroidery 
At a dollar store you might be able to purchase small embroidery hoops. Choose a simple pattern, 
perhaps of a dragon, transfer it to simple white cotton, and have students embroider it in a single 
colour.  There are many times in Chinese stories that silk, embroidery, etc. are a turning point in 
the story. One of these is The Silk Princess, another  is The Dragon’s Robe, and of course The 
Dragon Prince.  I have teaching ideas for The Silk Princess and The Dragon Prince, on my 
website, dianacruchley.com. 

http://dianacruchley.com


Dragons East and West 
It is said that the concept of a dragon in the west arose in the Middle East, and may have independently arisen in 
China. 

A Chinese dragon, unlike a European dragon, is a wise and benevolent animal, who brings good fortune.  The 
Chinese called themselves The Dragon Kingdom, the emperor had the “mandate of heaven” from a heavenly 
dragon, he sat on the Dragon Throne, and he wore a dragon robe.  Starting in the Yuan Dynasty (around the 14th 
century) only the emperor could have a five-toed dragon on his clothes, furniture, or art.  

Ask students to find out about the Chinese dragon and the western dragon in terms of appearance, where it lives, 
what it means, how you react to a dragon in the two cultures and write a comparison.  Discuss in what ways the 
dragon in The Dragon Prince is, and is not, a classical Chinese dragon. 

The Western dragon has a heavy body, breathes fire, has big claws and leathery bat-like wings. It is evil and spends 
its time laying waste to the countryside, eating people (especially maidens), and  hoarding treasure.  It lives in a cave 
or mountainside and is very reclusive. The most famous current dragons are Smaug from The Hobbit, and the 
dragons of Game of Thrones. The original western dragon needed to be killed, but more modern visions say they 
can be tamed as in How to Train Your Dragon and Game of Thrones. The classical western story is St. George and 
the Dragon which was adopted by Christianity. 

The Eastern Dragon can summon rain and is hence a benevolent water spirit; an angry dragon brings floods and 
needs to have offerings to placate it.  It has the antlers of a deer, the head of a camel, the eyes of a demon, the claws 
of an eagle, the ears of an ox, the body of a snake, the belly of a clam the scales of a carp, and the paws of a tiger.  It 
lives in the bottom of lakes and is a reclusive water spirit.  The New Years’ dragon dance brings a year of plenty.  The 
dragon is Yang (male) and the phoenix is yin (female) and at a wedding the two symbols together equal harmony. 

The concept of a dragon may have several sources: 
1.  Dinosaur bones.  Encounter the fossilized bones of an enormous animal could inspire the idea of a dragon. 
2. Whale bones.  Until boats travelled beyond the shores of the continents whales were very rarely seen and 

encountering their bones could have inspired the ideas of a dragon. 
3. In the Middle East the nile crocodile could reach 6 metres and was capable of raising its trunk in the air.   


