
 
 

Pluto Gets the Call 
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Pluto loved being a planet but then receives the call that demotes him. He decides to head 
to the Sun to plead his case and on the way comments, mostly unfavourably, on the other 
planets as he passes them. The Sun consoles him with the fact that he now has a warm 
place in our hearts.  With humour, we learn some facts about the solar system. 

Teaching Ideas 

Extreme Writing

There should always be three prompts for an Extreme Writing inspiration.  Otherwise students waste 
time making a decision. (See my book The Power of Extreme Writing) for a complete description of 
the process – or extreme-writing.com. 

1.  Pluto gets his message by phone.  Write about your adventures with a phone - when did you get 
one? why? What do you use it for besides making phone calls?  Have you ever lost your phone? 
etc. 

2. A year is how long it takes Earth to go around the sun - exactly.  So, when you re 12 it means you 
have travelled around the sun 12 times. Write about your birthday celebrations - best and worst 
ever would be good. 

3. Being small is an issue for Pluto.  Have there been times when you were too short for something - a ride at the 
fairgrounds, a team, to reach the top shelf of something, etc.?  Tell the story of it. 

4.

The Title

You could talk with students about the meaning of “Gets the Call.” 
1.  It can be a phone call.   
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2. You can be “called out” or criticized for something.   She was called out for hypocrisy.  
3. It is also possible to get a call to something like the priesthood - meaning that you realize what you are intended 

to do with your life.  Pluto could “get a call” to be a planet. 
4. A call to order is a request to stop talking and pay attention.  
5. When somebody comes a’callin’ it’s an old fashion term for visiting, or courting. 

Ask students to think of three titles for their latest piece of writing that is interesting and will make others want to read 
further. A story about making the team can be Six Easy Steps to Making the Team, Am I In Yet?, or In, Out, In - Me and the 
Mighty Ducks. 

Memorizing the Planets - In Order

Yes, there’s a mnemonic - My Very Enthusiastic Mother Just Served Us Noodles, but for me it’s as hard to remember the 
sentence as it is to remember the planets in order. 

I was once taught a story that works, because narrative is easier to remember. First think that there are 4 inner smaller 
rocky planets, and 4 larger gas planets. Also, this story names the planets from the sun out. Which means, for example, 
that if I say Jupiter you will always be able to say it is between Mars and Saturn. 

Right next to the Sun there was a very zippy planet called Mercury, named after the Messenger God because of its 
speed. Unfortunately Mercury sneezed on the next planet over, which was the beautiful planet, Venus.  Now 
mercury is poisonous so Venus scooped it up and threw it on the next planet, Earth.  Earth didn’t want it either, 
and threw it onto Mars the next planet - an angry red planet named after the god of war.  Mars was just winding up 
to throw it, when over the hill came a giant, that reached to the clouds, Jupiter.  He was wearing a t-shirt with a 
huge red circle in the middle surrounded by the letters S.U.N. - Saturn, Uranus, Neptune.  In the old days he also 
had worn a ridiculous beanie cap on top of which was a tiny little model of the cartoon dog Pluto, but he doesn’t 
wear it any more. 

   
The Gods in Space Research 

The planets and their moons are named after the gods of Greece and Rome, Students could research them to find their 
story and how it is connected to the planet and the myths. Be careful, some of these moons’ stories are a bit 
inappropriate. 

First the planets names are all gods and goddesses. Moons that might work are Titan,Styx, Ganymede, Io, Callisto, 
Triton, Charon, Iapetus, Phobos, Umbriel, Tethys, Hyperion, Proteus, Ceres, Charon, Hydra, Deimos, Thera, etc. 

Author: Adam Rex 

Adam Rex wrote The True Meaning of Smekday which became the DreamWorks’ movie, Home. He is an author for 
Dungeons and Dragons.  He is the illustrator for Chloe and the Lion (for which there are teaching ideas at 
dianacruchley.com.)  
Tales in Space 

For general vocabulary, it’s a good idea to try out the Two Dozen Words You Need to Explore Space.  Actually, I made 
that up, but they are still good words:  satellite, orbit, rocket, space station, sputnik, comet, meteor, nebula, vacuum, 
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astronomy, solar wind, big bang, Kuiper belt, stardust, asteroid belt, International Space Station, telescope, cosmonaut/
astronaut, heliosphere, black hole, galactic, magnetosphere, NASA, Canada Arm. 

Once they have the words in their space suit, so to speak, ask them to write a story incorporating at least 10 of the words. 
It could be a space adventure such as Guardians of the Galaxy with a hero, an oddball sidekick, and a quest. It’s OK for 
them to create another adventure for characters they already know. The idea is to stretch their vocabulary into active use. 

Ask them to highlight the words they use because there will be 2 marks:  1 for using the words, and 1 for the story, and 
you want your marking to be as easy as possible. 

The Gods of the Greeks and Romans Are With Us Today 

Give students a list of the products and events in our life that relate to the Gods of Greece and Rome. Ask each student 
to research one of them:  what is the product and what does it do, what is the story behind the god it is named after, and 
why they feel that connection is appropriate. Prepare a quick powerpoint/ keynote with pictures of the product or event.   
Students will turn in their paper, and also make an oral presentation.  Two marks from one assignment – and it’s fun too. 

Here are some products:  Nike shoes, Pandora jewelry, Versace designer uses the Medusa head, Ajax cleaner, Hermes 
fashion, Starbucks siren/ mermaid symbol, Trident gum, Goodyear tires with the flying sandal, FTD florists’ symbol of 
Mercury, Amazon delivers, Mars candy bar, Oracle database software, Ambrosia salad, Apollo Theatre in NewYork, 
Delphi software, Vulcanized rubber, Centaur pharmaceuticals, Echo Digital Audio, Europa (website of the EU), 
Hyperion Records, Odyssey records, Pegasus travel, Poseidon Seafood, Prometheus books, Titans ()NFL team), Triton 
Tool and Die, Mercury Car, the Nissan Titan, the Volkswagen Phaeton, Venus Beauty supplies, Pegasus symbol of Mobil 
Oil. Honda Odyssey.  

The Galaxy Song 

Students should sing this every day while when they are studying space. It’s funny, and there are tons of facts about our 
galaxy that are included. (Well, the ending is a bit vulgar, but they an adapt the words to replace the vulgar phrase with 
“not much.”)  Find the YouTube of the Galaxy Song, created by Monty Python gang, at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=buqtdpuZxvk . 

Whenever life gets you down, Mrs. Brown, 
And things seem hard or tough, 
And people are stupid, obnoxious or daft, 
And you feel that you've had quite eno-o-o-o-o-ough, 
Just remember that you're standing on a planet that's 
evolving 
And revolving at 900 miles an hour. 

It's orbiting at 19 miles a second, so it's reckoned, 
The sun that is the source of all our power. 
Now the sun, and you and me, and all the stars that we 
can see, 
Are moving at a million miles a day, 
In the outer spiral arm, at 40, 000 miles an hour, 
Of a galaxy we call the Milky Way. 

Our galaxy itself contains a hundred billion stars; 
It's a hundred thousand light-years side to side; 
It bulges in the middle sixteen thousand light-years thick, 
But out by us it's just three thousand light-years wide. 
We're thirty thousand light-years from Galactic Central 
Point, 
We go 'round every two hundred million years; 

And our galaxy itself is one of millions of billions 
In this amazing and expanding universe. 
Our universe itself keeps on expanding and expanding, 
In all of the directions it can whiz; 
As fast as it can go, at the speed of light, you know, 
Twelve million miles a minute and that's the fastest speed 
there is. 



So remember, when you're feeling very small and 
insecure, 
How amazingly unlikely is your birth; 

And pray that there's intelligent life somewhere out in 
space,  
Cause there’s not much here on Earth. 

Space Oddity 

To celebrate tributes to space exploration, you can’t do better than Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield singing David 
Bowie’s Space Oddity while he was actually in space. Majorly cool. And interesting that David Bowie willingly gave him 
permission to make the record. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaOC9danxNo 
 

Pluto Poetry 

I found a few poems about Pluto’s change of status, although I no longer remember from where. 

 Limerick 



 A planet called Pluto by name 
 Grew vast in stature and fame 
 It had its own moon 
 And yet all too soon 
 Was demoted to Dwarf Planet shame. 
  

 Pluto (the planets in order from the sun) 
 Mercury and Venue scorched by the sun 
 Planet Earth where life begun 
 Planet Mars where life could be 
 Jupiter’s spot has its eye on me 
 Saturn’s rings around they glide 
 And Uranus, spinning around on its side 
 Neptune with eyes as blue as the sea 
 And Pluto is always a planet to me 

Is there any chance your students could write a short poem in tribute to Pluto? A haiku?
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