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The story of Jadav Payeng, India, who started with a thicket of bamboo to stabilize 
an island that was being eroded away and over his lifetime has grown to a 1300 acre 
forest. It’s about the difference a single person can make.. 

Teaching Ideas 

Tree Proverbs

In every culture, around the world, there seem to be proverbs and sayings involving trees. Give each group 4 of them and 
ask them to discuss and prepare a written explanation of their meanings.  (Each group shouldn’t have the same ones.) 
Each group then reports to the whole class the meaning of one of their sayings. 

 •. A little axe can cut down a big tree. (Jamaica) 
 •. The one who plants the tree is not the one who will enjoy its shade. (China) 
 •. Big trees cast more shadow than fruit. (German) 
 •. The taller the tree the harder the fall. (Dutch) 
 •. Do not cut down the tree that gives you shade. (Arab) 
 •. Useful trees are cut down first (Korea) 
 •. The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.  The second best time is now.   
     (Chinese) 
 •. The tree falls the way it leans. (Bulgaria) 
 •. The creation of a thousand forests is in one acre. (USA) 
 •. All birds flock to the fruitful tree (Senegal) 

Diana Cruchley is an award-winning educator and author, who has taught at elementary and 
secondary levels.  Her ideas are practical, with a range of opportunities for classroom use. 
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Extreme Writing

There should always be three prompts for an Extreme Writing inspiration.  Otherwise students waste 
time making a decision. (See my book The Power of Extreme Writing) for a complete description of 
the process – or extreme-writing.com. 

1. Experiences with growing or planting things - and school or at home or in a club. 
2. Special projects and you:  having a newspaper route being in a club, being in a play, special 

recycling, building a fort, etc. 
3. Jadav has a lonely job. Talk about times you have been lonely, or times when you have to do 

something on your own. 

Name that Tree: Vocabulary

Give students pictures of the following very characteristic trees including where they grow. For vocabulary development it 
is important that students can do more than say, “Tree.” 
Bamboo, palm, birch, weeping willow, cedar, spruce, baobab, maple, and Japanese maple, have characteristic shapes that 
can be easily learned. 

Play with them by pairing students, to run through a set of  the pictures and time each other for how long it took them 
to name them all. 

Succession 

There’s a good chance here to talk about succession as a forest rebuilds itself. Re-read the book and ask students what 
appeared first and so on. This is a good listening skill and helps them understand what you mean by succession. 

 From bare ground  in BC the normal pattern of vegetation is to herbs, field grass, ferns, shrubs, young forest, mature 
forest.  The animals that can live in each environment appear when their food/shelter appears.  

In the north of BC, as the climate is warming, some areas that didn’t support forests are now doing so. The first serious 
predators to appear in the newly available area are typically the foxes, then the coyotes drive out the foxes, and finally the 
wolves drive out the coyotes. That’s an exaggeration of course, but the “top predator” does change. 

   

Inquiring Into the Disappearing Forests

There are 16 forests that are considered in danger world wide. Before researching students should generate inquiry 
questions. Remind them that  good questions for an inquiry are often Why, How, and Is there a Pattern? Each pair of 
students can then construct an inquiry into a specific forest to find the answers for that forest. When they are finished, 
they make a presentation - perhaps a powerpoint for their particular forest. 

After the presentations the class needs to revert to the original questions to see if there is a common reason Why? How? Is 
there a pattern?  

http://extreme-writing.com


The principal disappearing forests include:  Brazilian Amazon, Atlantic Forest (Paraguay, Argentina, Brazil), Borneo, 
Cerrado (Brazil), Congo Basin, Eastern African, Eastern Australia, Greater Mekong, New Guinea, Sumatra, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Mountains of SW China, California Floristic Province (USA and Mexico), Madagascar. 

First Jadav Plants Bamboo

The first plants Jadav plants are bamboo.  Ask students to find out the growing pattern of bamboo and the ways in which 
it is a useful wood. Jadav is in India which is the second largest producer of bamboo in the world, next to China. The 
Chinese bamboo tree takes five years to grow. They have to water and fertilize the ground where it is every day and it 
doesn't break through the ground until the fifth year. But once it breaks through the ground within five weeks it grows 
90 feet tall. Bamboo is famous for growing quickly. Jadav’s bamboo seems to have been of a somewhat slower growing 
variety, and he didn’t have to water for 5 years before he saw growth. 

Ask students to find out what bamboo is used for as a building material. 

True and Yet Not True?

The Book Says: The age of Jadav: This is taking place in an isolated area of India. On the first page he looks about 5 or 6 
years old. On page 10 he looks about 10 or 11 years old. By page 14 he looks about 14-18 years old - and the forest is 40 
acres. By the end he looks like a man - and has a moustache. We understand that he volunteered all his life, and wonder 
how he made living since India is poor and has no “welfare” system, and how did he have the time to do all that work as 
a child? 
Wikipedia Says:  He was 16 years old when he was HIRED by the forestry division as one of the labourers to replant the 
forest. That project lasted for 5 years, but he stayed on and continued to work on it when the project ended. He lives off 
the proceeds of the cattle and milk from his farm. 

The Book Says:  A 40 acre farm can support rhino, buffalo, snakes, gibbons migratory birds, and elephants as well as a 
rich diversity of plants. 
Wikipedia Says: A small acreage in a place like Arkansas can support small animals such as  frogs, rabbits squirrels, 
songbirds, turtles…but not larger animals such as deer, wild turkeys, and black bears which need a larger range of up to 
1000 acres to support them.  With different species, the same would apply.  

Show the students the images in the book.  Ask them to talk about how old Jadav is, how much life his 40 acres can 
support, whether he was ever employed, how he makes a living. Then give them articles with what “really” was 
happening. 

Ask them:  Is it OK that it isn’t exactly precisely true, even though he is the actual person who did create a forest on his 
own and has certainly dedicated his life to doing it for no money? Why would the author take liberties with the story 
(several reasons)? Would the story be just as interesting and just as inspiring for young people if it were “factual” like a 
magazine article? What parts make it inspiring? 

Planting Trees

A 2018 climate study said we need to plant 2.5 billion acres of trees, as well as cutting emissions to keep climate change 
from going out of control. Canada has almost 9 million square kilometres of land. This is about exactly the amount that 
would need to be planted - of course some of it is too cold and almost half of it is agricultural, and some of it is where we 
live, but that would give an idea of the amount of territory that the earth would need to planet with trees. 



Forest Man

This is an award winning documentary about the 1300 acre forest that Javad created – alone.  It’s really good.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkZDSqyE1do


Stories of a Few People Making a Difference 

Redwood Forest 
In South Surrey BC is an 80 acre forest of different trees brought from around the world by Peter 
and David Brown. It has wonderful walks - and a charming hidden fairy garden that anyone can 
participate in by leaving a fairy home. 

The Man Who Planted Trees is a short story about a French 
shepherd, named Elzeard Bouffier, who saw the destruction of the forests 
after World War II and slowly planted a forest. There is also a an NFB 
animated film that tells the story as well which won a 1988 Academy 
Award. Of course, if you check Wikipedia, it is fiction, unfortunately. 

Whenever It’s “Amazing” Check for Truth 

It might be a good time to teach students some of the skills of checking things on the Internet before believing them, or 
passing them on to others. 

 A good clue is, “If it’s amazing” check.  One way of being pretty accurate about anything is to type in the heading 
followed by the word “wikipedia’ and see what it says. Wikipedia has no advertising and its contributors contribute for 
free. It also has “editors” whose have a certain topic on which they are experts, and they monitor what the contributors 
put in. They also do it for free. They are frequently professors with a specialty in that area. They receive a “ping” when 
someone contributes and immediately check to see if can remain or be removed. In addition, they expect to see 
“References” at the bottom of each entry. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkZDSqyE1do


Another way to check is to type in the topic and add the word Snopes. Snopes is also a new profit no advertising site 
which will quickly give you whether the item is TRUE or FALSE. It doesn’t have everything, but surprisingly can often 
tell you the date that fake piece of information started on the Internet and how it has changed over time. 

Poetry and Art 

A considerable number of poems have been written in tribute to trees, or about walking 
through trees. Why not add poetry to your tree unit? 

1. Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening (Robert Frost) 
2. Trees (Joyce Kilmer) 
3. Birches (Robert Frost) 
4. The Loveliest of Trees, the Cherry Now (A.E. Housman) 
5. The Way Through the Woods (first stanza) (Rudyard Kipling) 

Emily Carr was one of BC’s first “environmentalists”, showing in her art both the beauty 
of the forest, and the destruction wrought by forestry. There is a large collection of Emily 
Carr at Vancouver Art Gallery. Give your students a large sheet of watercolour paper (or 
regular paper if watercolour is too expensive) and a limited period of time (15 minutes?) 
To create an “interpretation” of an Emily Carr painting.  This one is usually called Lone 
Pine. 
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