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Earle Dickson’s wife Josephine has many kitchen injuries – cuts, burns, and scrapes.  To 
help her Earle creates a cover to protect the injury that eventually becomes Band-Aid by 
Johnson and Johnson. Johnson and Johnson develops a market by providing them free to 
the Boy Scouts. 

Teaching Ideas 

Extreme Writing

There should always be three prompts for an Extreme Writing inspiration.  
Otherwise students waste time making a decision. (See my book The Power of 
Extreme Writing) for a complete description of the process – or extreme-
writing.com. 

1. Cuts, injuries bandages in my life. 
2. An imaginary story of a young child who barely escapes encounters in the 

house of dangerous things – electric plugs, irons, coffee machines, knives, 
scissors, etc. 

3. Early Dickson built some sample band-aids for his wife – something you have 
made, designed, or built yourself, or with others. 

Diana Cruchley is an award-winning educator and author, who has taught at elementary and 
secondary levels.  Her ideas are practical, with a range of opportunities for classroom use. 

Diana Cruchley©2020.  dianacruchley.com. or diana cruchley on Pinterest, or extreme-
writing.com   

Cruchley’s Collection

http://dianacruchley.com
http://extreme-wrirint.com
http://extreme-wrirint.com
http://extreme-writing.com
http://extreme-writing.com


The Author: Barry Wittenstein

His website at https://onedogwoof.com/ doesn’t include any teaching ideas to accompany any of his 
books.  His first book was Waiting for Pumpsie about the integration of a black athlete in a baseball 
team, and he has also written Sonny’s Bridge about a black jazz musician’s greatest composition. 

Accidental and Serendipitous Inventions

In the course of modern history, some of our most often used objects were not what was intended 
when they were being worked on.  Ask students to select one and research it at three different sites, 
creating 25 individual sentences that must be turned in with their final explanation.  You also want 
the date of the invention – so that a timeline can be created in the end. Tell them to start with 
Wikipedia, but also tell them there are several clever sites that tell you specifically about accidental 
inventions that they can use. 

To avoid plagiarism, have them write the story in the first person - as though they themselves were 
the inventor. By finding an image of each invention, you can create a simple numbered powerpoint.  
As each item comes on the screen a student can stand present their story developing writing skills, 
research skills, and oral language skills. 

1.   Penicillin 
2.    Velcro 
3.    Teflon 
4.    Slinky 
5.    Bakelite 
6.    Pacemaker 
7.    Saccharin 
8.    Play-Doh 
9.   Super Glue 
10.  Microwave 
11.  Post It 
12.  X-Rays 

13.  Potato Chips 
14.  Stainless Steel 
15.  Mauve 
16.  Silly Putty 
17.  Corn Flakes 
18.  Vulcanized Rubber 
19.  Popsicles 
20.  Chocolate Chip Cookies 
21.  Safety Matches 
22. Safety Glass 
23. Dynamite 
24. Sewing Machine 

   
Writing - Playing with the Structure 

The most fun of this book is the series of endings. – six times in the course of the book, when a 
logical pause in the plot occurs, the author says “The End.”…then when the page is turned over the 
plot continues.  Phrases that restart the plot are “Actually that was just the beginning, but WAIT, 
Oops, not yet, sorry, Not really.” 

https://onedogwoof.com/


Students could start by writing a story, following the basic story plot of a problem, and three 
attempts to solve it, before succeeding.  When the draft is finished, they could enlarge and expand 
it , by adding details of conversation, and including The End at each of the attempts to solve it…
then continuing on the next page with why that solution does  not work. 

Vocabulary Growth 

There are many words and phrases that are synonyms for being accident prone as the inventor’s wife 
was:  These include klutzy, clumsy, awkward, uncoordinated, ungainly, all thumbs, bumbling, and 
stumbling.  Are there any where they wonder about the particular meaning? Remind students they 
don’t want to be called any of these things, but ask them to rank them from “I could stand being 
called this” to “I would hate being called this” and have a reason why for the top two and the bottom 
two.  Take a quick “hands-up” survey to see the favourite and least favourite of these among your 
students. 

The Title 

The Boo-Boo’s That Changed the World was chosen deliberately to contrast the difference between 
the word used with children “boo-boo” and its outsized impact on the world. See if students in 
groups can generate 4 synonyms for boo-boo. Discuss any slight differences in meaning. Some 
synonyms for boo-boo include:  error, mistake, goof, slip, blunder, gaffe, or lapse.  But it also has 
meaning as “tiny injury” used with children as in “oh, you’ve got a boo-boo.”  

Using “Bloody” 

Twice in the book the author uses “bloody” as a pun - both on being actually bloody, and also the 
British slang expression as in “you are a bloody nuisance.” Unfortunately, that second use is also 
vulgar. Do you draw attention to the pun?….if you tell them it’s “bad” it might pop up in their 
language at school. On the other hand, while is commonly used in Britain in such expressions as 
“that’s bloody marvellous mate,” but the person saying it is not of the upper class.  

The two times are “the bloody solution of course” and “klutziness and become a bloody problem.”  

My Personal Timeline - Writing 

The back of the book has a timeline for the major events of Earle Dickson’s life with a focus on his 
career with Johnson and Johnson. It might be an interesting project for students to write their own 
timeline, starting from birth, kindergarten, grade one, etc. and also including any major events in 
each year. 



Because of Covid 

We have discovered during covid that many adults don’t seem understand what a vaccination is and 
does. We attribute it often to the fact that in their lifetime and even their parent’s lifetime they did 
not experience or see anyone who caught the many diseases that vaccination prevents. They have not 
experienced polio, measles, mumps, rubella, small pox, etc. and don’t know anyone who did. There’s 
a meme going around saying: 
 “Remember when you caught polio?” 
 “Of course you don’t. Your parents vaccinated you.” 

So, if you did a small presentation about how vaccines work first, you could then assign pairs os 
students to study the 15 diseases for which we have vaccines - all developed since about 1920. If each 
pair took one disease, they could present:  What is the disease and its effects? How many people used 
to catch it? Suffer long term effects from it or die?  Who developed the vaccine and when, and how? 

Students could prepare a collective report - each pair preparing a two-page presentation with images. 
That project could be bound and catalogued for the library. Then students could prepare an oral 
presentation for their disease - developing speaking skills. 

Possibilities include: 

1.  Insulin 
2.  Tuberculosis 
3.  Diphtheria 
4. Tetanus (lock jaw) 
5.  Pertussis - whooping cough 
6.  Penicillin (great antibiotic, not a vaccine) 
7. Yellow Fever 
8.  Smallpox 

9.  Shingles 
10.  Measles 
11.  Mumps 
12.  Hepatitis A and B 
13.  Polio 
14.  Chicken Pox 
15.  (You could include the covid vaccines if 

you like) 

An Internet Connection 

The last page of the book lists and describes 6 possible websites related to bandaids. 
The one I looked at, was cute: The Truly Bloody History: A Band-Aid Love Story. Just enter that - 
the website link in the book doesn’t work, but the words find the source. 

Poetry and Art 

For art, you could think about asking them to create a bandaid design. For extra fun, buy some 
extra-large bandaids at the dollar store, and have them take the bandage out and re-create their 
design using permanent markers before putting it on. 



To combine poetry with art,  you could introduce Shel Silverstein’s poem:   
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